
Masonry walls should be covered at the end of each day and when
work is not in progress. Excess moisture entering the wall during construc-
tion can cause saturation of units, which may take weeks or months to dry
out. Such prolonged wetting will take even slightly soluble salts into solu-
tion and may result in efflorescence. Prolonged wetting will also prolong
cement hydration, producing large amounts of calcium hydroxide, which
may also be taken into solution and leached to the surface to cause calcium
carbonate stains.

Covers such as water-repellent tarps or heavy plastic sheets should
extend a minimum of 2 ft down each side of the wall and be held securely in
place. During construction, scaffold planks should also be turned on edge at
the end of each day so that rain will not splash mortar droppings or dirt onto
the face of the masonry (see Fig. 15-58).
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Figure 15-53 Grout must be consolidated and reconsolidated to
prevent voids at the masonry interface. (Drawing
from Informational Guide to Grouting Masonry,
Masonry Institute of America, 1992.)
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Figure 15-54 High-lift masonry grouting. (From Grouting Masonry, Masonry Construction
Guides Section 7-11, International Masonry Institute, 1997.)
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